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PSALM LXXXI., IJ, I4. 


O that my people had hearkened unto 
me, and 1/rael had walked in my 
ways 1 I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued 


their enemies, and turned: my 


hand againſt their adverſaries. 


SIPSRALZ E are this day called toge- 
ea ther, by publick authority, 

| WRSY to celebrate a religious faſt - 
to humble our ſouls before 
Gop, under a ſenſe of na- 
tional ſins, whereby we have 


greatly provoked the divine majeſty ; ear- 


neſtly to implore his pardon; and to ſup- 
plicate his kind and powerful aſſiſtance, in 
thoſe circumſtances of intricacy and per- 
plexity, in which the nation 1s at preſent 

involved. 
OuR gracious SOVEREIGN has been un- 
der a neceſlity of engaging in a war with a 
neighbouring nation; whoſe unjuſt incroach- 
A.2 ments 


4 Obedience to Gop the beſt 

ments upon our trade, barbarous. treatment 
- of our mariners, and inſolent claiming of 
privileges, to which they have no right, 
_ could no longer be borne.—By 7h:s an ap- 
peal, as to the equity of our cauſe, is made 
to the great Gop, the ſupreme 7udge of the 
whole earth*; whoſe kingdom ruleth over 
all *; his nameis F EHOVAH, the moſt 
high over all the earth©: to him, I fay, an 
appeal is now made about the juſtice of the 
war: and our hope is, that He will deter- 
mine the controverſy in our favour, and 
utterly ſubdue our enemies —Gop has not 
however ſeen fit remarkably to interpoſe in 
our favour as yet ; the ſucceſs of the war be- 
twixt the two nations has been dubious; 
and where advantages have been gained, 
they have been attended with circumſtances, 


which very much abated the value of them : 


multitudes of lives have been loſt, great 
damage done to our navies, and very con- 
fiderable loſles have fallen to our ſhare ; 
_ and perhaps equal, if not greater, damages 
have been ſuſtained by our enemies. + * 
In this precarious fituation of affairs, Gop 
is moſt certainly to .be. ſought to, as or 
Gop and the Gop of /alvation* : for tho' 
ſince the commencement of the war, a 
ſolemn day has been appointed by the 
KiNG's 
* Pf. xciv. 2, * Pf, ciii, 19, © Pf, Ixxxiii, 18. 

* Pf. Ixviii, 20, 
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ſecurity againſt our enemies. 4 
Kino's authority. at: three ſeveral _ times, 
for this purpoſe; yet, as Gop has not 
thought fit to give us all the ſucceſs, we 
could have hoped, nor a full anſwer to our 
prayers 1n the entire overthrow of our ene- 
mies, as we wiſhed ; it is highly proper that 
we ſhould continue inſtant in prayer * : for 
who knows, but GoD may yet have mercy 
upon us, and be prevailed upon to appear 
for our joy, and to the ſhame of our enemes*: 
Our hope, and our help too, 7s inthe name 0 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth 5, 
BLEessED be Gop therefore, who has 
put it into the heart of our Kine, again 
to proclaim a ſolemn faſt, to be obſerved 
through theſe nations ; with renewed zeal 
and fervour to implore him, to ariſe and 
plead our cauſe; to baftle the deſigns of our 
adverſaries, whether ſecret or open ; to de- 
liver us from all poſſible danger ; to ſucceed 
our arms by ſea and by land ; and by his 
overruling providence to tread down all our 
enemies ®,—TH1s is the deſign of the preſent 


folemnity; the ſacred work of this day ! 


wherein the whole nation are in a publick 


and ſolemn manner to ſeek the face of Gop, 


and to ſupplicate the kind interpoſition of 
his providence in our behalf, at this critical - 
and important juncture. 

Mzx- 


«. Rom, xii. 12, * Ia, Ixvi, 5. - 3 Pf. cxxiv. $. 
k Pf, CVIil, 13. 
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6 Obedience 7 Gop zhe beſt 


ME THIinKs, I would interpret ths as 
a token for good ; and would from hence 
hope, that Gop will make bare his arm 
and come and ſave us; that we ſhall ex- 
perience his powerful aſſiſtance, in anſwer 
to the earneſt ſupplications and united 
prayers, addrefled to him from all the 
faithful in the land. Sure! this is a good 
ſymptom, that Gop has not quite given 
us up! but, if our prayers are fervent and 
ſincere, we may {ſtill hope, that they wall 
enter into the ears of the Lord of $ AB A- 
OTH'; and that, in anſwer to them, he 
will command ſalvation for us; and will ſo 
determine the preſent diſpute, that peace may 
be reſtored upon laſting and honourable 
terms, and the proſperity of our King and 
our country may be moſt efteCtually ſe- 
cured, 

BuT whereas it has not pleaſed Gop, 
though once and again ſought to upon this 
account, to give any proſpect of ſuch a 
happy time at hand , but he has rather ap- 
peared, in ſome inſtances, to frown upon 
us: every ſerious chriſtian will not only be 
thoughtful, what the conſequences may be ; 
but will be alſo enquiring what it is, that 
hinders Gop from giving us that ſucceſs, 
which we have aſked at his hands.—And I 
wiſh with all my ſoul, that what Gop fays 

| Vl 
: Jamy. 4. 


ſecurity againſt our enemies. 7 
in the zext, with reſpect to his ancient people 
the children of Tſrael, and his conduct towards 
them in relation to their enemies, might 
not too juſtly be conſidered as a full anſwer 
to that enquiry : I very much fear, |theſe 
words contain the true reaſon, why Gop 
has not ſubdued our enemzes, nor more illuſtri- 
ouſly turned his hand againſt our adverſaries; 
namely, becauſe though we are called by 
his name, and profeſs ourſelves to be his 
people, yet we have not hearkened to him, 
nor walked in his ways. 

Ne1THER the author of this pſalm, nor 
the occaſion of its being compoſed, is certainly 
known, In the title it is ſtyled a pſalm of 
or for Aſaph; but whether he was the pen- 
man of it, or was only employed to ſet it 
to muſic, is doubtful : it will not be neceſſary 
to give you the connection of the text, with 
the other parts of the pſalm : the words I 
| have now read may be conſidered ſeparately : 
and I ſhall endeavour to give you their full 
ſenſe, in what I ſhall offer to your ſerious 
conſideration under three general propofi- 
tions; which will lead us to ſeveral thoughts, 
very ſuitable to the ſolemn occaſion of this 
day. 


I, THAT where any communities or na- 
tions of men profeſs themſelves Gop's 
people; it is highly incumbent upon 

them, 
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8 Obedience 70 Gop the beſt 


them, in virtue of ſuch a profeſſion, 
to hearken to him, and 70 walk n 
his ways. 

I. TnaT the great Gos has. it in his 
power, whenever he pleaſes, to /ubdue 

the enemies of his people : he" can, if 
he ſees fit,” do it ſoon and with all ima- 
ginable eaſe; it 1s only his 7urnmg his 
hand againſt them, and the matter is 
effected, they are at once ſubdued. 

Il. THAT neglect of Gop, 'and diſobe- 
dience to him, is oftentimes the reaſon, 
why Gop does not exert his power, in 
ſubduing the enemies of his people, 
either ſo /6o2 or fo effeually, as he 

otherwiſe would, 


I PRoPost to enlarge on each of theſe 
general heads of diſcourſe, and to improve 
them in proper practical remarks. And 
would to Gop I might be ſo happy, as to 


ſuggeſt thoſe thoughts, which may diſpoſe 
'onr minds to ſeriouſneſs on this folemn occa- 
fion; and put usinto a fit frame of ſpirit, to 


be interceſſors with Gop for his mercy to 
our King and our country. 


I. THaT, where any communities or 
nations of men profeſs themſelves 
Gep's people ; it 1s highly incumbent 
upon them, 1n virtue of ſuch a profeſ- 

ſion, 


ſecurity againſt our enemies, 9 
ſion, to hearken to GoD and to walk in 
his ways. | 


THz great Gop is to be conſidered as 
having a right to govern all creatures ; they 
are his own, and ſubject to his authority ; 
they live and ſubfiſt by his bounty, and muſt 
be under his control ; the lower rank of 
beings, in their ſeveral ſtations, and accord-_ 
ing to their ſeveral capacities, act agreeably 
fo the law of creation, and are ſubject to 
their maker; and thus ſhould man, the 
glory of the viſible creation, yield obedience 
to the ſupreme being, the eternal God, as 
his rightful owner, his abſolute proprietor 
and his ſovereign ruler : th;s every man 
ſtands obliged to; and as he is made a 
reaſonable creature, capable of moral govern- 
ment, his great creator has an undoubted 
right to preſcribe laws for the rule of his 
conduct; and man is obliged to conform to 
thoſe laws, whenever they are ſufficiently 
notified to him, as the will of his maker. 
— This is the certain duty of every man con- 
ſidered /-ngly and by himſelf:—the obliga- 
_ tion lies equally ſtrong upon nations and 
communities of men, colleive bodies of peo- 
ple ; theſe being only ſo many reaſonable 
creatures, combined and united together for 
mutual defence and comfort, who ſtill are 


bound to obſerve the law of their creator 
B - Gon: 


IO Obedience fo Gop the beſt 


Gop: and as the welfare of all ſocieties de-. 


pends upon the divine favour and blefling, 
they are ſo far from being diſcharged from 
an obligation to obey his laws, that zf is ra- 
ther ſtrengthened hereby ; and for the ſake 
of the peace and proſperity of the whole ſo- 
ciety, all the members ſhould encourage one 
another to hearken to Gor, and to walk in 
his ways : for, as Samuel tells the children 
of Iſrael, if they fear and ſerve the Lord in 
truth with all their heart, he will do great 
things for them ; but (pray obſerve!) zf ye 
ſhall fill do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, 
* both ye and your King*, Gop, who builds 
them up into a nation, will deſtroy and 
cut them off from being a people, if they 
forſake him, and ceaſe to walk in his ways. 
UNDER this general head I would 


I. SUGGEST ſome particular inſtances, 
wherein this hearkening to Gop, and 
walking in his ways conſiſts ; and 

_ 2, SHow. upon what principles, a profeſ- 
ſing people are obliged to ſuch a duti- 
ful regard to Gop, 


1. LET me ſuggeſt ſome particular in- 
ſtances, wherein this hearkening 7o 


Gop, and walking in his ways con- 


liſts, 
(1.) IT 


& x Samy, Xii, 24, 25. 


ſecurity againſt our enemies. II 

(1,) IT ſuppoſes a conſtant care to know 
the mind and will of Gop ; that men do not 
contentedly remain ignorant of it, but di- 
ligently improve all the advantages and op- 
portunities they haye of beOgmaing well-ac- 
quainted with it. 

No w, as the bleſſed Gop has been gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed, over and above the notices 


he has given of his will by the Law or 


NATURE, Zbe law written in our hearts, to 
make a revelation thereof more at large in the 
SACRED SCRIPTURES of the Old and New 
Teſtaments: it is in the power of all na- 
tions under heaven to become acquainted 
with his laws, It ſhould accordingly be the 
care of the governing part of all nations, to 
have copies of the bible diſperſed throughout 
their ſeveral kingdoms and dominions : that 
both the governors, and the governed, may 
have opportunity of learning their duties out 
of that ſacred book. The care, which good 
king Tofzah took, upon finding the book 
of the law, both to read in it himſelf, and 
to diffuſe the knowledge of it amongſt all 
ranks of people under his authority, is men- 
tioned in the ſacred records with peculiar 
commendation ; and the memorial of it is 

preſerved there for his everlaſting honour. 
In all nations under heaven, generally 
ſpeaking, great zeal and care is diſcovered in 
preſerving and ſpreading the knowledge a 
B 2 the 
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the law of their Gop, whatever is ſuppoſed 
to be ſo. Mahometans, and all ſorts of Pa- 
gans ſhow a great regard for the doErines and 
precepts of their religion, as coming from 
heaven ; and with great induſtry propagate 
them amongſt all people. —And ſure all 
Chriſtian governments, who profeſs to be- 
lieve in Jeſus the Son of Gop, and certainly 
have the laſt and beſt edition of the will of 
Gop in the goſpel, ſhould do all they can 
to preſerve and ſpread the knowledge of 47s 
laws among their people ; and to this end 
ſhould take ſpecial care, that true and faith- 
tul copies thereof ſhould be publiſhed, 7hat 

none may periſh for lack of knowledge. | 
AND this is profeſſed to be done indeed 
by all Chriftian communities, except where 
Fopery has ſet up her ſtandard, and the mar 
of ſin is permitted to reign. There the uſe 
of the holy ſcriptures in a known tongue 18 
forbid to the people, nor are they allowed to 
read for themſelves : they muſt with a blind 
implicite faith recerve the law from the prieſts, 
in what manner or meaſure they ſeefit to deal 
it out to them, and always mixed with their 
own traditions ; whereby in many inſtances 


they make void the law of Gop. Thus do 


they induſtriouſly endeavour to keep the 
common people 7zgnorant, that they may 
have them more diſpoſed to /ubmit to their 
1mpoſitions, | 


I wIiLL 


de 


ſecurity againſt our enemies, 13 
I wiLL borrow a paſſage from an excel- 


lent writer, very much to the purpoſe ; ** the 
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* Bennet's Chriſt, Orat, p. 17. 


Romaniſts (ſays he) not only deny this 
[i. e, reading the word of Gop] to be 
the duty of the laity, but have made it 
impoſſible to them, whilſt they forbid 
them the uſe of the holy ſcriptures (hay- 
ing put the bible itſelf, tranſlated into 


the mother-tongue into their 77ndex expur- 


gatorius,) In Proteſtant countries, par- 
ticularly in England, they are more on 
the reſerve in this matter; and will upon 
occaſion grant their licence to certazn per- 
ſons to have the 4:b/e in their own lan- 
guage ; which implies however, that it 
is not free for all, nor for any without 
their permiſſion ; and how few can ob- 
tain that favour is well known. But 
never was there a more daring uſurpation 
of proud and preſumptuous worms ; a 
more open affront offered to the great 
lawgiver of the church, or a grofler in- 
ſtance of unmercifulneſs to the ſouls of 
men, It was a juſt complaint of Arch- 
biſhop T:/lotſon on this head ; zf zs @ hard 
caſe (ſays he) the church of Rome reduces 
men to, who will neither allow them any 


ſalvation out of their church, nor the beſt and 


moſt effeftual means of ſalvation, when in 
;zt*,” —. But no great wonder, that ſuch a 
prohibition 
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14 Obedience 70 Gop zhe beſt 
prohibition of the free uſe of the b:b/e ſhould 


_ take place 1 in popiſh countries; becauſe the go- 


verningand moſt knowing part amongſt them 
muſt be ſenſible, that if the people in common 
were allowed to read the word of Gop, and 
to judge for themſelves; [the unqueſtionable 
right of every reaſonable creature! ] many 
of their abſurd ſuperſtitions would ſoon be re- 


jected with ſcorn and abhorrence, and ſo the 


hope of their gains would be gone ': for it is 
by this craft, "this ſubtle impoſing method, 
they have their wealth ®,—The Lord deliver 
us Saas this ſpiritual thraldom ! may pro- 
zeſtant principles always prevail here! and 
our religious liberties be ſtill continued to 


theſe nations, under the auſpicious influ- 


ences of our preſent moſt gracious Kine, 
[whom God long preſerve! ] and his royal 
deſcendants to the very end of time! 

(2.) HEARKENING to Gop, and 
walking in his ways does further include a 
ready conformity to his will, as far as we 


know it. All knowledge ſhould ever lead to 


prattice; and indeed it hg for nothing, 
nay worſe than nothing, without it: what 


can 1t poſſibly avail me to have the moſt ex- 
act knowledge of my duty, it I am never- 
theleſs negligent of it, and careleſs to per- 
form it? certainly in ſuch a ſuppoſed caſe 
knowledge can be of no ſervice; but rather 

muſt 
| Ads xvi, 19, ® Ads xix, 25. 


ſecurity againſt our enemies, 1x 
muſt tend to enhance my fin, and aggra- 

- vate my puniſhment, 
L 3 As therefore in a chrif:an nation, the 
rulers ſhould take care to preſerve and ſpread 
the knowledge of their holy religion amongſt 
all ranks of people within their dominions : 
ſo they ought to ſee to it, that a conformity 
: to the rules of duty-therein preſcribed be, as 
'  _ far as poflible, fecured: and this may 
; moſt probably be eftefted, if a due regard 

be had to two things ; v2. 

38 1.] THAT the rulers themſeFves make con- 
ſcience of obſerving the law of Gop ; and ſo 
| become examples to the other members of 

the community. | 
IT was a very old remark, that the ex- 
| amples of princes and great men have a vaſt 
influence upon the condudt of the inferior 
ranks of people #. How careful then ſhould 
ſuch be to lead them into a regular behaviour, 
and to diſpoſe them to a proper regard to the 
law of Gor, by their own example !—but 
alas! it is to be lamented, that when men 
are exalted to high degree, they often forget 
the 


* Incommune jubes fi quid, cenſeſque tenendum 

Primus jufla ſubi z tunc obſervantior qui 

Fit populus, nec ferre yetat, cum viderit ipſum 

AuQtorem parere 1bi, Componitur orbis 

Regis ad exemplum : nec fic infletere ſenſus 

Humanos edicta valent, quam vita regentis, 

Mobile mutatur ſemper cum principe vulgus. 
Claudian de 4** Conf, Honor, /, 296, 
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the Lord their maker ; and ſwelling with a 
conceit of their own greatneſs, they are 
ready, in the inſolent language of Pharavb 
to ſay, who 1s the Lord that we ſhould obey 
him *®? It is fit however, that great men 
and princes of the earth ſhould often be 
put in mind, that there is a BeinG ſuperior 


to them all; a Gop, to whom they owe 


their preſent greatneſs; who is able to 
debaſe and pull them down, whenever he 
pleaſes ; and to whole tribunal they are ac- 
countable for their whole conduct : the day 
is coming, when they muſt all appear be- 
fore him, upon a level with the meaneſt of 
their ſubje&ts. A thought of this nature ſe- 
riouſly meditated upon, would diſpoſe great 
men to conſider, that their being advanced 
to high degree makes them more conſpicu- 
ous; and therefore they ſhould be more 
peculiarly careful, that their conduct be 
exemplary, ſuch as may have a good influ- 
ence upon all beneath them; who probably 
will aim at forming themſelves according to 
their plan. They cannot but know (and 
happy would it be if they always had it in 
remembrance!) that though they are by di- 
vine providence ſet at a high remove above 
the common rank of men ; yet there is one 
Gop over them all; one /aw obliging both; 

and 

a. 2x0d; v.25 
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and one lawgiver and judge, to whom they 
are I. accountable, 

THAT, as they have power in their 
hanile the rulers ſhould do all they can, to 
ſecure in the governed part of the community 
a proper regard to the divine law. 

Bes1DEs the force of their own exam- 
ple, good laws ſhould be enacted to oblige 
a conformity to 7hoſe laws of Gop, which 
relate to the peace and proſperity of the 
civil ſociety ; and to puniſh every breach of 
the divine law, whereby Gop may be pro- 
voked to pour out his judgments upon any 
people.—It is indeed very ſurprizing, that 
human nature ſhould be ſo corrupt and per- 
verſe, that the promiſes and the threatnings 
of the goſpel have not a due influence to re- 
ſtrain from wickedneſs and to incline to the 
practice of virtue and religion : theſe, tho' 
moſtly fetched from an eternal ſtate are very 
little effeftual ; for in defiance of them mul- 
titudes are bold in fin, and altogether neg- 
le& the werghty matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and faith*; ſo that were it not for 
the terror of human laws, and the penalties 
annexed to them, this earth would be like 
a wilderneſs of wild beaſts, if not a bell of 
devils. 

Tar moral law is ſummed up in the Yer 
commandments, Now I apprehend, that no 

C nation 


_ © Matt, xxiii, 23. 
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nation can be ſaid to hearken to Gop ; unleſs 
care be taken to ſecure a due regard to theſe 
commandments; ſo far at leaſt, as that the 
generality of the people may be ſuppoſed to 
yield obedience to them : for a nation 1s to 
be denominated either 77ghteous or wicked, 
from the prevailing of vice or religion a- 
mong the greateſt part of that nation, both 
as to numbers and as to circumſtances in lite. 
When the rulers of a nation neglect the ways 
of Gop, and practiſe or connive at vice ; and 
the greate/t part of the people are like- 
minded; then may zhat nation be ſaid, not 
to hearken to the Lord, 
I MusT infift upon it indeed, that as to 
what relates immediately to Gor and con- 
ſcrence, a magiſtrate ought to allow every 
man to judge for himſelf : for to his own 
maſter he ſtands or falls; and it is a violation 
of the rights of conſcience, if any force or 
reſtraint is offered from the civil powers. — 
Bat,as to all a&s of religion, which affect ſocie- 
ty, as well as as of morality, there the go- 
vernors ſhould, I think, interpoſe their au- 
thority : for inſtance, that the worſhip of 
idols ſhould not be admitted ; the name of 
Gop ſhould not be blaſphemed ; nor the 
Lord's-day ſcandalouſly profaned ; becauſe 
all theſe affe& the peace and welfare of the 
community. 


BuT 
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Bur then in all caſes of morality between 
man and man, the rulers of every chri/t:an 
ſociety ſhould exert themſelves to the ut- 
moſt, in order to ſecure a due.regard to the 
laws of GoD ; as far as overt-afts can be a 
ſufficient evidence, For no human laws can 
poſſibly make a man truly honeſt and pious : 
the ſeat of thoſe principles is in the heart, 
to which Zhezr influence cannot reach; they 
are only calculated to reſtrain from outward 
acts, by afligning penalties to the tranſ- 
greſlor. 

Laws of this nature are to be found in 
the records of all crvihzed nations: and 
there 1s no community in the whole world, 
more noted for excellent laws in all theſe 
caſes, than our own; it were to be wiſhed, 
that they were not neglected as a dead let- 
ter, It is an obſervation concerning our 
country, that we have the beſt laws of 
any nation, but they are generally the 
worſt executed. If there be any founda- 
tion for the remark, the more 1s the pity | 
I do not take upon me to ſay, where the 
fault lies; but this I dare venture to ſay, 
that fome will have a dreadful account to 
give to the great ruler of the world for 
7h1s at the laſt day. 

Ir is a thing in itſelf moſt deferable, and 
what would greatly tend to the proſperity 
of any nation, if the executive power of the 

C2 laws 
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laws was lodged in the hands ozly of good 


men; ſuch as are truly religious and virtu- 
ous themſelves, and who from a principle 
of conſcience would diſcourage and puniſh 
vice in others; ſuch as, according to the 
repreſentation the apoſtle gives of good ma- 
giſtrates, will ſtudy to approve themſelves 
the miniſters of GOD for good; not a ter- 
ror to good works, but to the evil; not bear- 
 zng the ſword in vain; revengers to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil *: this I fay 
is deſirable, that our magiſtrates ſhould be 
conſcientious, good men, who will faith- 
fully diſcharge their duty—but when this 
will be enztzrely our happy caſe, I cannot 
ſay. I am ſure, before it can be expected, 
one thing 1s neceflary, viz. that c:vil offices 
ſhould not be conſidered merely as places 
of honour or profit ; but principally as ſta- 
tions of truſt, and of important duty, for 
| the faithful diſcharge of which every ma- 
giſtrate is anſwerable both to Gop and to 
his country. 

I MusT add under this head, that as the 
governing part of a nation are to hearken 
70 Gor and walk in his ways, in the man- 
_ ner before repreſented: ſo the governed 
ſhould be influenced by the good examples, 
and be obedient to the good /aws of their 
ſuperiors, And when we talk of religion 

in 


» Rom. xt 
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- in a political view, perhaps it may fitly be 
- ſuggeſted, that both rulers and ſubjedfs 
muſt hearken to Gor, by faithfully dif- 
charging the duties of their ſeveral ſtations, 
and the relations which they bear to one 
another, as the word of Gop has pre- 
(cribed and pointed out thoſe duties. —The 
duty of magiſtrates is, to avoid all oppreſ- 
fion; to judge righteous judgment ; to de- 
fend and protect their ſubjeQs ; to ſecure 
| to them the full enjoyment of all their 
rights and privileges, both c:vz/ and religi- 
' 645; and to govern them according to law, 
—lt is incumbent upon ſ#bje&fs, to ſubmit 
to their rulers and to obey them in all 

things lawful; to honour and reverence 
them; not to ſpeak evil of them; nor re- 
proach them ; to pray to Gop for them; 
and to contribute all they can to make them 
eaſy in the faithful and laborious diſcharge 
of their office ; they muſt chearfully render 
to Cz/ar the things, which are Cz/ar's; 
doing whatever is in their power towards 
the ſupport of the government, and ſtrength- 
ening the hands of thoſe, whom Gop has 
placed as rulers over them. 


II, I am now to ſhow, upon what prin- 


ciples a profeſſing people are obliged 
thus 7o hearken to Gop. 


THE 
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THre propotition is indeed ſelf-evident ; 


and the reaſons ſo obvious, that I ſhall but | 


barely mention them. 

(1.) THE nature of the thing requires it, 
If a nation be called by Gop's name and 
profeſs to be h;s people; certainly they 
ought to ſupport ſuch a profeftion, by an 
obediential regard to their Gop: if he is 
our father or our maſter, he is intitled to 
reverence and honour 1, It is monſtrouſly ab- 
ſurd to call þ4;#z Lord, and not do the things 
which he has ſaid. In mere point of honour, 
if there was no religion in it, a profeſling 
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people ſhould hearken to their Gop, and 


walk in his ways. 

(2.) A SENSE of ob/:igation ſhould diſpoſe 
to ſuch a condudt. When we ſeriouſly con- 
{ſider what a rich variety of national mercies 
we have, and when we think of them as 
_ coming from Gop, the gifts of hzs provi- 
dence; ſurely we muſt conclude it highly 
proper, to teſtify our gratitude to our hea- 
venly benefaQtor, the ſupreme being whom 
we avouch for our Gop, and who has al- 
ways proved himſelf a good Gop to us: 
and how can we do leſs by way of grati- 
tude, than to hearken to him and walk 11 
his ways ? 

(3.) A REGARD to zntereſt calls for this, 
A proteliing people act contrary to their own 

intereſt, 


* Mal. i. 6. 
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Jntereſt, are really enemies to themſelves, 
-3f they are diſobedient to Gop., The wel- 


fare and happineſs of all nations, as well as 
of particular families or perſons, depends 
upon the favour of providence ; it therefore 
highly concerns them to be upon good 
terms with Gop, it they deſire to be THAT 


happy people, whoſe Gor is the Lord: for 


| they have no reaſon to expect this, unleſs 
| they are careful to hearken to Gop and walk 
'7n his ways. Gop may indeed bear long 


with a wicked and diſobedient people ; but 


he will not bear always : if notwithſtand- 
' ing their profeſſed relation to him, they 
. continue rebellious, he will af /zngth pro- 
' nounce upon them Lo-amm1r, ye are nof 
' my people ; and in conſequence of this, he will 


rejet them, and ceaſe from doing them 


good. This the bleſſed Gop may poſlibly 


do with reluftance ; but his honour requires, 


that in caſes of obſtinacy and continued 


- diſobedience, he ſhould do it. Thus in 


the caſe of the T/raehtes, who were God's 


| people in a very peculiar ſenſe; Gop bore 
with them long, warned them again and 


again of their ſins, repeated his threatenings 
as well as overtures of mercy, was loth 


| to depart from them, how ſhall T give thee 


uþ Ephraim? @c. * yet at laſt Gop ex- 


- ecuted his wrath upon them, cut them off 


from 
r Hol. xt, 8, 
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from being a people, and left them to reap 
the fruits of their choſen folly : Ephraim 7s 
foined to 1dols, let him alone ©, q. d. © I will 
© uſe no further methods for their reco- 
<« very, nor concern myſelf any longer for 
&« them” ; —and Zhis alone is ſufficient to 
complete the ruin of any nation ; ws fo-them, 
when GoD departs from them *. 


IT. THAT the great Gop has it in his 
power, whenever he pleaſes, to /ub- 
due the enemies of his people : he can, 
if he ſees fit, do it ſoow and with all 
imaginable eaſe : it 18 only his #urnzng 
his hand againſt them, and the mat- 
ter 1s effected, they are at once /ub- 
dued. 


Tre propoſition at firſt view will be al- 
lowed true by all thoſe, who believe the 
being of a Gop, his over-ruling providence, 
and his glorious perfe&Fions. As for men 
of atheiſtical principles, who [ive without 
Gop #1 the world, and are fools enough 7s 
ſay there is no Gop, they muſt leave all 
things to the direction of b/ind chance, or 
giddy fortune ; they have no comfortable 
foundation on which to build hopes of 
ſafety, when they are in the greateſt dan- 
gers; they have 70 rock to fly to, that 7s 

higher 


6 nt. -3v.: 37, t Hol. IX, 12, 


fecurity againſt our enemies. 25 


” higher than themſelves. Whereas it affords 
divine ſupport and relief to every good chri- 
ftian, that let his dangers be ever ſo great, 


he hasa GoD to go to, an almighty friend, 
infinitely able to fave him from all the de- 
fGgns or attempts of his moſt powerful ene- 
mies. And this is the caſe with Gop's peo- 
ple zn general, a nation of chriſtians, as well 
as particular perſons. Gop can ſubdue 
their enemies with the greateſt eaſe at his 
will and pleaſure, IT would here mention 


| two things, in order to prove and illuſtrate 
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this propoſition. 


I, Txx infinite wi/dom and almighty 

er of Gop render him able to fave 

his people, and to ſubdue their enemies, 
at pleaſure, 


- TaEsE glorious perfections of the DIviNE 
being demonſtrate it abſolutely impoſlible, 
that He ſhould ever be af a {5 to fave: 
there is no diſtreſs ſo low, but he is able to 
raiſe out of it ; nor any calamity ſo grievous, 
but he can deliver from it : our moſt formi- 
dable enemies are all under his control ; he 
can Either turn their hearts, or tie up their 
hands; he is privy to all their moſt ſecret 


_ deſigns, and is able to blaſt them; he 


knows the full extent of their power, and 
can at any time check and reſtrain it ; he 
D. can 
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can diſappoint their beſt-concerted ſchemes, 
and pour contempt upon their boldeſt under- 
takings; he will make them know, that 
they :magine a vain thing ; he will laugh at 
their impotent rage, and have them in deri- 
fion® : he will convince them, that his 
hand 1s not ſhortned, that it cannot ſave * : 
he can effeftually interpoſe in any caſe of 
extremity ; and whenever he ſtirs up him- 
ſelf for the deliverance of any people, and 
ariſes to plead their cauſe, all difficulties 
ſhall ſoon be ſurmounted, the defigned fal- 
vation ſhall quickly be compaſſed, and he 
will zread down all their enemzes ?. 


II. WE may argue the truth of the pro- 
poſition, from thoſe various inſtances, 
which in the courſe of his providence 
Gop has given, of ſubduing the enemies 
of his people, at his will and plea- 
ſure, | 


A CONSIDERABLE part of the /cripture- 
hiſtory is taken up, in relating the great fal- 
vations, which Gop wrought out, either 
| for his church and people in general, or for 
particular ſaints; in all forts of dangers ; 
from all kinds of enemies; and through 
every period of time, 
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SOMETIMES Gop has ſeen fit to at by 


' mmſiruments, whom he has raiſed up for the 


ſeaſonable deliverance of his people; at 


other times he has judged it more proper to 


 a&t himſelf, and to fave by his own imme- 


diate hand, that all might ſee and fay, 7 7s 
the Lord's doing. To this conſtant pro- 
tection and care of providence muſt be 
aſcribed the continued being of a chriſtian 


church in the world; and the body of pro- 


teftants (who are, if not the only church of 


Chriſt, yet the beſt and pureſt part of it) 


muſt acknowledge the ſame good hand of 
Gop, 1 preſerving them from the repeated 
attempts of their enemies to cruſh and de- 
{troy them. The ſweet finger of Iſrael 
taught that people to ſing, © 7f the Lorp 
** had not been on our fide, when men roſe 
* up againſt us, then they had ſwallowed us 
« up quick*:” and Tjrael's is not a fingular 
caſe ; others may borrow the muſic from 
David's harp, and unite in the fame ſong 
of praiſe to the ſame almighty deliverer, 


\ The chri/tian religion has all along been un- 


der the ſame divine protection ; and fo has 
the proteſiant cauſe in our own nation. 
May they ſtill be guarded by almighty 
power and infinite wiſdom! and may our 
enemies further be convinced, that no wea- 
pon formed againſt us ſhall ever proſper ! 

D 2 tor 
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for he that is our GoD is the Godt of ſalva» 


tion ; he will be our faviour in the time of 


trouble. 

REFRESH your memories with the va- 
rious inſtances of Gop's delivering his an- 
cient people the Iſraelites, and defeating 
their enemies in a ſurprizing manner. "Theſe 
are preſerved in the ſacred records for the 
ſupport of good - people, and to confirm 
their faith and truſt in Gop, when dan- 
gers ſurround them, and their enemies are 
contriving their ruin. For though I1/rael 
was Gop's peculiar people; His in a ſenſe 
1h which no nation of the earth ever was; 


yet Gop is diſpoſed to undertake the pro- 
teftion of all thoſe, who hearken to him, 


and walk in his ways ; by thus aCting they 
become hs people, and be as their Gor will 
ſubdue their enemies, and turn his hand a- 
gainſt their adverſaries. | 

Taz deliverance of the Tf-aehtes out of 
Egypt, with the utter deſtruction of Phy- 
raob, and his mighty hoſt, is an evident 
proof, that Gop can, when he pleaſes, ſave 
his people and ſubdue their enemies ——In 
the reign of Hezekiah, when Sennacherih 
king of A//yria befieged Feruſalem with a 


numerous army, Gop commiſſioned an an- 


gel to deliver þzs people from their enemies ; 
who accordingly went out, and {mote in the 
camp of the Aſſyrians an hundred four ſcore 

TS and 


i ſecurity againſt our enemies. 29 
£ ad frve thouſand ; and the inſolent king 
| "was forced to return with ſhame of face tg 
bis own land, where he was ſoon lain by 
thoſe, who came forth of bis own bowels *. 
—— When an boſt of a thouſand thouſand fight- 
' jng men, with zhree hundred chariots under 
the command of Zerah the Ethiopian, came 
out againſt Aja king of Fudab, Gor aroſe 
For the defence of bis people and foon ſub- 
-dued their enemies; they were ſo entirely 
overthrown, that they could not recover them- 
_ \febves*, There is a clauſe in king A/z's 
' prayer on this occaſion, exprefled in vigor- 
ous and beautiful terms, and deſerves our 
'notice; LoRD, ſays he, it is nothing with 
- thee to help, whether with many, or with 
' them that have no power : help us O LorD 
our GoD; for we reſt on thee, and in thy 
name we go againſt this multitude : O LorD 
' tboy art our Gop, let not man prevail a- 
 gainſ} THEE ©, I will mention but one 
\ſcripture-inflance more, viz, the wonder- 
' ful appearance of God in favour of his peo- 
' ple, in the reign of Fehoſhaphat king of Fu- 
dah, when his land was invaded by the 4m- 


monates, the Moabites and others, uniting all 


their forces againſt him. In theſe circum- 
| ſtances Fehoſhaphat like a pious man, and 
: a good king, proclaimed a faſt throughout all 
Judah; and zhey came out of all the cities of 
| Judah 


' > 2 Kings xix. and 2 Chr, xxxii, * 2 Chr, xiv, © v, 11. 
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Judah Yo ſeek the Lord, and to aſe helþ of 
| him. Fehoſhaphat upon this occaſion was x 
himſelf the mouth of the people to the. 
Lord ; his prayer is very affecting and ſo- : 
lemn, which he cloſes with theſe remarka- 
ble words (ſtrongly expreflive of the tem- 
per and ſentiments we ſhould have, when * 
we are interceding with Gop in behalf of 
our country) O our Gop, wilt not thou © 
judge them? for we have no might againſt 
this great company, that cometh againſt us ; 
neither know we what to do, but our eyes are 
#þon thee, The ſacred hiſtorian tells us, 
that this faſt was univerſally obſerved with eh 
the greateſt folemnity ; all Judah flood be- * 
fore the LORD, with their hittle ones, their 
wives and their children. In conſequence 
hereof the Lox Dy wrought a mighty falva- 
tion for them ; their enemies deſtroyed one 
another ; fo that eboſhaphat and his people 
had not occaſion to ſtrike one blow; the _ 
buſineſs was done ready to their hands; and _ 
nothing remained for them, but to expreſs _ 
their thankfulneſs to their great deliverer, 
and to take away the ſpoil of their deſtroy- 
ed enemies ; which, it ſeems, was immenſe- 
ly rich, and ſo much that they were ' three 
days in gathering, and ſtill it was more than 
they could carry away *. 


. WE 


Tu ESE. 
8.2 Chron, xx, 
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Ta ESE are very ſignal evidences of God's 
being able at pleaſure to ſubdue the enemies 
of his people ; if he turns his hand againſt 

"them, they periſh. Nor were the Iſraelites 
the arly people, who have been thus fa- 
+voured by divine providence, We have 

glorious inſtances of the like nature in the 

-annals of our own nation ; which has often 
"been preſerved in a moſt remarkable man- 
-ner from the deſigns of enemies, af leaſt as 
malicious and cruel, as any that Trael of old 
? had: when we have been reduced to the moſt 
{hazardous condition, and our ruin has appear- 
> ed almoſt inevitable, our Gop has made bare 
' *is hand, and wrought out ſalvation for us. 

/ IN Zhis reſpe&t Gop has made Great- 
Britain very much to reſemble his ancient 
" people; and I wiſh with all my foul, we had 
 -not made ourſelves ſo much like to them 

in another reſpet. I need not tell you, 
what I mean; I dare fay, your own thoughts 
will prevent me, by ſuggeſting the abomi- 

_ _nable immorality and profaneneſs, which 

Teigns amongſt us ; our baſe ingratitude both 
to Gop and men ; our perverſe reſtleſineſs, 
and conſtant murmurings, notwithſtanding 
| the many bleflings we enjoy, and though 
Indeed we are the happieſt nation under 
_ heaven, if we knew and valued our own 
mercies *, 


BuT 
* O fortunati nimium, ſua fi bona norint, 


23> Obedience to God rhe beſt b 

Bu let us paſs at prefent from fo fnie- 
lancholy a ſubje&, and recolle&t how Gov 7? 
has many a time mercifully appeared for” 
our deliverance, and turned his hand agarnſt 
our adverſaries. b; 

Is would indeed be endleſs to mention * 
all the paſſages in the Enghi/þ hiſtory, 
which would illuſtrate this point. The 
glorious Revolution by King WILLIAM 
of immortal memory ; the ſeaſonable Ac- 
ce/Jion of his late majeſty King GeoRGEt 
the firſt of blefled memory, to the throne 
of theſe kingdoms (when at both times there 
was but a ſtep between us and ruin) are oc- | 
currences of ſo late a date, that many here 
I ſuppoſe remember them; or at leaſt the - 
latter : and they both evidently prove, how 
eaſily the great Gop has ſaved us, when re- 
duced almoſt to the laſt extremity ; our ap- 


| prehenſions were juſtly awakened, our fears 


were great, and our dangers imminent, 
when all at once we have been ſurprized 
into fafety; and the melancholy ſcene has 
been ſhifted into one more bright and com- 


fortable. 


IT may not be amiſs however, to men- 
tion a conſiderable inſtance of this kind, in. 
our Enghſh records ; which may be peculi- 
arly proper, as it refers to the ſame proud _ 


and infolent nation, with whom we are - 
In the year of 
our. 


now at war, 
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ſecurity againſt our enemies. 43 
our Lord 1588, the Spaniards were reſolved 
to exert their utmoſt power, in order to ſub- 
due, and if poſſible to ruin, this onr native 
country : with this view they fitted out, at 
an incredible expence, after no lefs than 
three years preparation, a prodigious fleet of 
ſhips of war ; theſe they had the preſump- 
tuous vanity to ſtyle, the znvincible armada, 
as ſuppoting that no power could make 
head againſt z?, but 7f muſt command vi- 
&tory, wherever 2 ſhould come : and per- 
haps no nation of Europe at that time was 
able to grapple with ſuch a mighty power. 
But God appeared on ovr fide, and ſhowed 
with what amazing eaſe he could procure 
falvation for us: H E commanded hrs wind 
to blow ; a violent ſtorm came down im- 
mediately upon the ocean ; the Spaniſh fleet * 
was quickly diſperſed, all the ſhips were 
greatly ſhattered, many of them /o/}, and no 
leſs than z7h:rty-t4o9 of the line of battle were 
either taken or deſtroyed, the reſt getting back 
to the ports of Sparz as well as they could. 
The Hand of Gop was in this inſtance fo 
viſible, that even the King of Span himſelf 
(as hiſtory tells us) could not help being 
oreatly affected with it ; for when he re- 
ceived the melancholy news, and was con- 
doled upon the occaſion by ſome great men 
at court, it is reported that he replied ; p - 

E « 
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« did not ſend my fleet to fight with the 


& winds.” 

I noex the ſame almighty Gop, who 
ſtill holds the winds in his fiſt, and directs 
their motions, who ſtill governs univerſal 


nature, will again diſcover the ſame kind 


concern for us, and plead our cauſe againſt 
the ſame haughty and imperious adverſaries ! 
and perhaps HE had long ago done 
this, had it not been for our ſins; 
which thought brings me to the third gene- 
ral bead of diſcourſe; namely, 


II, THAT neglect of Gop, and diſobe- 
dience to him, are oftentimes Zhe 
cauſe, why Gop does not exert his 
power, in ſubduing the enemies of his 


people, either ſo ſon, or fo effefually, 


as he otherwiſe would. 


Hap T/ael been obſervant of Gop, he 


would ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, Dil- 
obedience ties up Gop's hands from giving 


that help which he can, and otherwiſe would 


moſt readily grant, He cannot do it: it is 


no way congruous or decorous for Gop al- 
ways to appear in favour of a wicked and 


rebellious people. The bleſſed Gop is re-_ 
_ preſented in the text, as ſpeaking with a 


great degree of tender concern, that he found 


himſelf not capable of acting in behalf of 


his. 
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ſecurity againſt our enemies, 35 


his people, as he would have done, if their 
ſins had not prevented him ; O that my peo- 


ple had hearkened unto me, &c. q. d. © had 


« not Jſrael's fins rendered it altogether im- 
«« proper, that I ſhould appear to plead their 
«& cauſe, their enemies had been cruſhed 
&« Jong ago; but they muſt thank themſelves 
« for this delay ; their fins have obſtructed 
the diſplay of my power and mercy in 
&« their ſalvation; I could have wiſhed it 


La) 


« quite otherwiſe, and ſhould have rejoiced, 


© had I been at liberty, to have ſubdue 
& their enemies.” | 

SIN 1s indeed the grand obſtruction to 
the communication of Gopy's favours, either 
to particular perſons, or to colleftrve bodtes 
of men. And in my humble apprehenſion 
here lies our greateſt danger: we have no- 
thing, I think, to fear but from our {ins ; 
[the ſcandalous diviſions and animoſities of 


the preſent day demand a place under that 


title] theſe are our mo? dangerous enemies z 
and ſuch enemies too, that there 1s nothing 
too bad, but may be feared from them ; 
theſe may provoke Gop, inſtead of appear- 
ing for us, to give us up to the will of our 
enemies; and then our ruin is completed, 
How frequently was Gop provoked by 
TraePs fins, to withhold his help ! and what 


| was the conſequence of this but temporal 


ruin ? they were often reduced to great di- 
E 2 ſtreſs; 


36 Obedience to Gop the beſt 


ſtreſs; their enemies ſeveral times defeated 
and triumphed over them ; and all was ow- 
ing to zhis, their glory and defence was de» 
| parted, their Gop had forſaken them: 
whilſt He was with them, all things ſuc- 


ceeded in the moſt happy manner ; they 


were in a flouriſhing condition ; a glory and 
a praiſe in the earth *; the wonder and ad- 
miration of neighbour-nations, as being in a 
diſtinguiſhing manner THAT happy people, 
whoſe GO D was the LorD *;— but when 
their abominable ingratitude, and obſtinate 
ſins had once made a breach betwixt them 
and their God ; then ſwift deſtruction came 
_ upon them like an armed man with irrefiſtt- 
ble force; or as a mighty torrent, bearing 
down all before it. 

AND whoſoever ſeriouſly confiders the 
Nate and caſe of or own nation with refe- 
rence to fin, will ſee reafon to fear, that 
Gop has a great controverſy with us, and 
may juſtly be apprehenſive of very dreadful 
conſequences. 

IT would be a moſt unpleaſant as well as 
difficult talk, to enumerate the fins of the 
preſent age: and yet perhaps it may be ne- 
ceſſary to attempt ſuch a thing ; at leaſt 
however to mention ſome of thoſe horrid 
abominations, under which our land groans, 
and for which we may juſtly expect piviNnE 
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ſecurity againſt our enemies. 37 
engeance. With reference to theſe we have 


7 Wow: to ſay, all fleſh have corruptad their 


ways, the contagion is univerſally ſpread, 


F the diſeaſe is epidemical, and the infe&tion 
£ I © has diffuſed itſelf among all ranks of peo- 


' ple; men of high degree, as well as thoſe 


| ; ' of low, the prieſt and the people, the rich 


and the poor, have agreed (one would think) 
©” to ſet Gop at defiance, or at leaſt have in a 
7 ; moſt ſhameful manner negle&ted him, Iving 


' too much as without Gor in the world ; as 


3 if there was no SUPREME BEING tO whom 
- they are accountable. 


THe vile abuſe and profaning of God's 


© boly name, by execrable oaths and curſes, is 
= one of the crying fins of the preſent age, 
> This fo common, this ſo public ! what a 
reproach to a nation called Chriſtian ! this 
-* the language not of the vu/gar, the meaner 
= fort of people only ; but of ſome, who are 
- by divine providence raiſed to high d:gnity, 
and ſet among the princes of the people * ! A 


: fad way of rendering 70 Gop for his diſtin- 


guiſhed benefits to them |—— Nor 1s it any 
excuſe, that this is generally the effe&t of 
heated paſſion, or of a diſordered brain : if 
a man fir/t makes himſelf a beaſt, and then 


turns into a devil, I know no abatement of 


guilt here | no, this is doubling the fin and 
aggrayating the puniſhment ; nor will ſuch 
wicked 
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788 
8 
be > © 


wicked wretches pretend to excuſe _— 
ſelves at that day ; when all their curſes will 


be turned with great ſeverity upon them- 3 L 
ſelves, and they ſhall 77 vain lament their q 


cemedilefs and extreme miſery. 


ADD to this, the ſcandalous profanation © 
of the LoRD's- day. The command of Gop ® 
Is, ye ſhall keep my ſabbaths® ; or as it is ex- * 

refled in the fourth commandment ; Re- ® 


member the ſabbath-day to keep it holy '. But © 


alas! how little of ſuch a religious regard is 


there now had to the chriſtian ſabbath ! how © 


I 


free do many make with Gop in this in- 2? 


ſtance ! he has ſaid, keep the Jabbath-day to = 


fanftify it ©, he claims a ſpecial propriety 


in this day as his own; and has put his 
own ſtamp and name upon it; it 1s 7he 
LoRD's-day !, ſet apart for his worſhip and 


ſervice, and ſhould be ſpent in his fear and 


to his praiſe. But as1f they had never heard 
any ſuch things, what multitudes of people 
are there amongſt us, who make this /a- 


cred day only a ſeaſon of idle floth, 1t not of 


ſinful diverſions ! neither the church, nor 


their families, nor their cloſets are witneſſes 
to any ſerious tranſactions between Gop 
and their ſouls; they do not ſo much as pre- 
tend to pay any homage to the $8UPREME 


BEING on that day, more than on other 


days.— 


k Levit. Xxvi. 2. | Exod, xx, 8, & Deut. v, 
12, * Rev; 1, 10, | 


? ſecurity againſt our enemies, 39 
Ways —Tbis is a crying fin, for which Gop 
*$Zyvill no doubt reckon with any nation ; and 
*Þy ſome terrible judgment very probably he 
i] ſooner or later diſcover his refentment.— 
This fin ſhould be particularly guarded a- 
Y K.cioſt; for, by fad obſervation and experi- 
q nce, It has been often found and acknow- 
b. caged, to be an unhappy introduction to 
6 Z Il manner of wickedneſs; it has made 
| Farcadtul gaps in conſcience ; and rendered 
Pppany a perſon in length of time capable of 
Zach vices, as once he utterly abhorred ; and 
Fouls with great indignation have faid con- 
Rcerning them ; what 75 thy ſervant a dog, that 
© be ſhould do theſe wicked things ® / 
Ws muſt not torbear here to mention 
| tbe vaſt ſpreading of infidelity, and the un- 
Zbarallelled inſolence, with which the molt ſa- 
cred things are treated by ſome men. Per- 
haps the chriſtian religion was never more 
"Scontemned ; or however not ſo openly and ſo 
freely ridiculed and reproached, as at this 
day. Time was, when the profane athei/} 
and the ſcofting dei} was obliged to hide in 
corners, and only now and then dared to 
-— throw out ſneers upon religion.—But 1n our 
_ dayof boaſted Iight and knowledge, it is deemed 
a ſort of accompliſhment to be able to crack 
- a jeſt upon things mo/t /acred; to throw out 
_ ſome ſpiteful and invidious reflections upon 


the 
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40 Obedience to Gon the beſt BM 
the minflers or profeſſors of religion : whe: ; 

ther true or falſe, is not very material ; the 7 

purpoſe is fully anſwered, if they are drefled | 
up in a way of ridicule, to create a laugh, * 
and promote the mirth of the company :— | q 
this is melancholy to think upon ; and pe- 7 
culiarly ſad, when any who have ſet out 3 
well in carly life, and have had the advan- 
tage of a pious education, have loſt all their 7 
ſeriouſneſs, and are ſunk into the vile cha« 7 
racer of roffers at religion ! 6 
To theſe muſt be ſubjoined, and ought 7 
to be lamented as national fins of a deep dye, 
the frequent murders, adulteries and unclean 
neſs of all ſorts, the barbarzties and inhuman 
cruelties, the thefts and robberies, the falſe- © 
neſs and perjuries, the pride and baughti- © 
neſs, the covetous and ambitious praCtices, 7 
} the negle& and violation of relative duties ; 
| diſobedience of children to parents, cruel ® 
and unnatural carriage of parents to chil- * 
dren ; the contempt of all order, and as it * 
were levelli ng all ranks and degrees of men, 
betwixt whom Gop has hy 2 manifeſt % 
ll diſtinction, and to every one of which there  * 
i are proper and diftin&t duties afſigned —— | * 
| The fawcy liberty, with which our gover- 
l Ts ors and thoſe in authority over us, are now | ” 
| adays treated, not only in common converſe» | | 
| tion, but alfo in publick print; where every | * 
thing i is repreſented in the worlt light, ny '® 
all | # 
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ſeeurity againſ} our enemies. ' At 
all methods are taken to promote popular 
diſcontents and to increaſe the ſad animo- 
fities: which are already riſen to ſuch a 
degree, as portend manifeſt ruin to our 
country ; unleſs the great Gop, who has 
power over all created nature, ſhall /#;// 7he 
tumult of the people; and ſhall open their 
eyes to ſee their true intereſt ; that they 
may not be any longer deluded, by ſach 
as have ever been the avowed enemies of 
our country; and wiſh for nothing more, than 
to ſee the whole nation involved in a general 
confuſion. —But he that rs our Gop, is alſo 


the Gop of. ſalvation, and he will, I truſt, 


blaſt all the deſigns of our enemies, and 
have them in derifton. Upon this head I 
ſhall borrow the well-choſen words of an 
eminent prelate of the church of England ; 
who in an excellent ſermon before Queen 
Anne ſays thus ; © All fins of ſedition, un- 
** dutifulneſs, diſreſpe&, or even coldneſs 
* and indifferency towards governors, have 
« a natural tendency to obſtrutt the buſineſs 
*« and hinder the ſucceſs of war:” and 


_ upon this ſubject he enlarges in this admi- 
_rable manner; ** When the weighty buſineſs 


« of war lies upon the ſhoulders of any 
** government, ſubje&ts ſhould do all in 
<*« their power to make it fit as light and as 
<« ealy there, as is poſſible. And it will 


«« yery much help towards this end, for 
F © them 
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* them to ſhew themſelves perfetly well 
ſatisfied and pleaſed with what their go- 
vernors do in this arduous affair, and to 
return them their utmoſt thanks, praiſe 
and honour for their care about it. But 
if on the contrary they grow uneaſy un- 
der the management of affairs, oppoſe 
and clog the adminiſtration of them ; 
and much more, if they let this their 
uneaſineſs break out into open diſcon- 
tents, revilings, reproaches and railing 
accuſations againſt their governors ; this 


will be a ſure way, both to diſcourage 


and obſtruCt the proceedings of their go- 
vernors, for the common good; and 
likewiſe a ſure way to give hopes and ad- 
vantages to the enemies of their govern- 
ment, who always ſtand ready to em- 
brace and careſs ſeditious ſubjects, in or- 


der to make them their tools ; and Gop 


knows | pray obſerve !] they too often 
find them very efteCtual ones for their 
purpoſe *.,” 

ONCE more; were we to ſpeak to any 


of the rulers of the land, it might be hum- 
bly inquired, whether the application of the 
LoRD' 5-/upper | that moſt facred and ſolemn 
inſtitution of our dear redeemer ] zo ſecular 
purpoſes, may not be deemed a projtiturion 


of it, and altogether unſuitable to the glo- 


r10us 


* Archbiſhop Dawes's works vol, i. p. 229. 


ſecurity againſt our enemies. 43 
rious deſign of its original appointment ? 
And if I might be fo far indulged, I would 
humbly aſk further, whether receiving the 
ſacrament being made abſolutely neceſlary, 
to qualify men for c:v:/ places, may not 
be ſuſpected, as approaching very near to 
what the inſpired p/alm/t ſtyles framing mij- 
chief by a law®: if the great Gop ſhould 
reſent it as /uch, I tremble to think of the 
conſequences: and is there not reaſon to fear, 
leſt the proſtitution of ſoſacredan o:dinance, 
' being interpreted as a ſhameful and audaci- 
: ous affcont to the bleſſed Jesus, 7he only 
' king and lawgiver in his church, ſhould 
' Afſome time or other draw down the judg- 
| ments of Gcp upon us?—lI do not ſpeak 
'} now as a proteſtant diſſenter, 1 ſpeak as a 
 Cchbriſtian only; and I freely ſay, that in 
' my apprehenſion the mar evil of the Te/t- 
 ÞAtdhies in 7hzs, viz. that it obliges a/l, who 
' have a place of honour or profit to recezve 
the holy ſacrament ; fo that many, who are 
no way qualified for ſo ſacred a ſolemnity, 
are however obliged to it, or muſt be con- 
tent to loſe or go without their place, And 
as In mot caſes we may be ſure, that men 
will at all hazards ſubmit to the law, ra- 
ther than forego a good place; ſo we may 
conclude, that many go to the Lo D's-7able 
tor a qualification, who have no ward 
L 2 diſpoſition 
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diſpoſition or fitneſs for ſuch a ſolemn ordi- 
'nance: and for want of that fitneſs, it 1s to 
be feared, they will be found to be guilty of 
the body and bleed of Chriſt, and to eat i 


drink damnation to themſelves : whatever 


dreadful evils theſe phraſes imply and com- 
prehend. —And as this is made a /aw, may 
it not be fitly aſked, whether it 1s not a na- 
tional guilt ? And if fo, ſhould it not with- 
out delay be removed, leſt it provoke Gop 
to pour out his wrath upon the nation ?—lL 
muſt take the freedom to add here ; that the 
Teſt-act, conſidered in this view, without 
its reference to proteſtant- diſſenters, being an 
affront to the honoar of Chriſt ; one would 
ſuppoſe, that the reverend biſhops and clergy 
ſhould be the moſt forward of all men in 
the nation to have this grievance removed ; 
and that they ſhould uſe their utmoſt en- 
deavours for this purpoſe; as thoſe who 
hope to give 2 good account to their LoRÞ 
and maſter another day, I fincerely wiſh 
and pray, that they and all the miniſters of 
Chriſt, may ſo wiſely improve their ſeveral 
talents, and fo faithfully diſcharge the duty 


of their ſtations, as that when the chief 


SHEPHERD and BISHOP of fouls ſhall ap- 
pear, we may all receive a crown of plory, 
that fadeth not away ®, * 


NoR 
0.'x Pet. 1:25. and-v. 4 


* ] am verily perſuaded, that did theſe men of ſacred 
character, 
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Nor muſt we here forbear mentioning 
the viſible decay of the life and power of 
ſerious religion in profeſſors themſelves. How 
lukewarm and indifferent do many ſuch 
grow to the practice of godlineſs! and this, 
I fear, adds no ſmall weight to the na- 
tion's guilt. 


Now 


character, higher and lower, heartily concur in re- 
commending the repeal of the Teft- A for Gon's fake, 
the matter might be eafily accompliſhed ; and the bulk 
of the nation would be abundantly fſatished, There 
are ſcarce any in places, but what would be willingly 
excuſed from qualifying themſelves according to this 
att : and many qualify themſelves, who otherwiſe would 
ſcarce have dared to have approached that ſolemn or- 
dinance ; their allowed fins and luſts telling them 
loudly, that they cannot be welcome gueſts, and muſt 
expect to carry away a cur/e rather than a bleſſing, Oh 
dreadful thought |! ſ pity the mnrfers, who are obli- 
ged to give the ſacrament to ſuch profane and wick- 
ed wretches ; and I pity them too, who are under the 
cruel neceflity of receiving the ſacrament, when they 
are not rightly prepared for it, or elſe of foregoing that, 
which may be the only ſupport of themſelves, and per- 
haps of a numerous family. too, The true reaſon, 
why attempts 10 repeal this aft have miſcarried, is I 
apprehend, becauſe it has always been conſidered as do- 
ing a favour to the D:ſſenters, and ſo the Church 
has been jealous and unealy : and if the attempt be- 
gins from the ſame quarter ever © often, I dare ven- 
ture to propheſie, that it will meet with the ſame fate ; 
and for this plain reaſon, ONE ſet of men hate the 
Diſſenters, knowing them to have been always the 
friends of liberty, the avowed fſticklers for the Revo- 
lution in 1688, and moſt ſteady adherents to the Pro- 
teftant ſucceſſion in the illuflrious houſe of Hanover, 

through 
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Now theſe and ſeveral other fins, which 
are found amongit us, ſhould be confider- 
ed as ſo many obſtructions to Gop's mer- 
cy ; the ſad cauſes, why he has not in a 
more remarkable manner appeared for us, 
ſince the commencement of the preſent 
war. We may think, that if we had been 
a more obedient people, and had walked 
in Gop's ways, he would have given us 
greater advantages againſt our adverſaries ; 
and had it not been for our crying abo- 
minations, very probably he would long 
ago have ſubdued our enemies ; ſo far at 
leaſt, as to have brought them to reaſona- 
ble terms of peace. —— Sin has a natural 
tendency to produce this effect —1n fimilar 
caſes it has been attended with ſuch un- 
happy conſequences —GoDp grant, it 
may not any longer in our caſe ! 


I cLosz with a few praQtical remarks. 


1. AS 


through all the ſcenes of its hazards and dangers : and 
the OTHER ſet of men do not love them; and have 
neither the honour nor the gratitude, to remove a brand 
of odium from a body of men, who, I am bold to ſay, 
have been as faithful and as dutiful ſubjefs, as ever 
prince reigned over, Our forefathers were always 
reckoned among the guret of the land; and I pray 
God the glory of that charater may abide with their 


pofterity, let them be ever fo much neglefed by thoſe, 
Who euzht to uſe them better. 
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1. As we area profeſſing people, let us 
be prevailed upon to hearken to Gor, and 
walk in his ways. O that the whole na- 
tion, as one man, might determine upon 
ſuch a conduR, this day ! what a bleſſed 
 effe&t would it be of 7his day's folemnity! 
| and how happy, that a fa/? was appointed ! 
' AND in order to compals this glorious 
end, let us all now reſolve ; ;—that we will 
be more careful or/efves to walk in Gop's 
Ways, than ever;—that we will uſe our en- 
deavours to perſwade others, with whom 
we converſe, to hearken to GoD too ;—and 
let us not ceaſe to pray, that Gop by his 
Holy Spirit would effectually incline both 
us and 0:hers to the love and practice of 
our duty. The reſidue of the /p:rif is 
with him; and if he ſees fit to pour it 
forth in a plentiful degree, it 1s poſlible even 
for a whole nation to be born at once ?. 

2. Is Gop able, whenever he pleaſes, 
to ſubdue the enemies of his people ; let us 
from hence learn, 

1.) THAT it is of great conſequence, to 
approve ourſelves to be his people, and by 
obedience to his laws to ſecure him on 
our fide, If he be for us, we need be 

under no concern who are againſt us; he 
is above all the powers of earth, and can 
cruſh them when he pleaſes. Let us then 


by 


” Iſa, lxvi, 8, 


48 Obedience to Got the beſt 

| by all poflible means ſecure b:s important 
friendſhip; for he will be with ws onLy, 
WHILE we are with him 4. 

2.) THAT we ſhould carneſtly and hum- 
bly repreſent the caſe of our country to 
Gop in prayer ; imploring him to tur 
bis hand againſt our adverſaries at this cri- 
tical junCture, and to ſubdue our enemies. 
Let every pious foul, who 1s uſed to pray, 
and has intereſt with Go, plead the cauſe 
of his country with zeal and tervour ; the 
effettual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much * : ſce to it, that this noble 
character belongs to you ; and then bow be- 
fore the throne of grace, and intercede for 
your country's welfare, _ 

OuR national fins may indeed diſcourage 
prayer, and fill our faces with ſhame and 
confuſion, whenever we come to Gop on 
this errand: but then, paſt experiences of 
God's mercy, and the conſideration of his 
infinite grace and goodneſs, may help to 
animate our prayers.—And it may be ſome 
encouragement to confider, that the cauſe 
in which we are engaged is a good and 
righteous cauſe ; the war on our part juſt ; 
and therefore we may hope for the coun- 
tenance and help of the righteous governor 
of the world : —a war begun not with am- 
bitious views, to oppreſs our neighbours, 

to 


* 2 Chron, xv, 2, r James v. 16, 
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to encroach upon their properties, nor to 
enlarge our own dominions—but—necetla- 
rily and unavoidably undertaken, in order 
to put a ſtop to the unjuſt and arbitrary 
encroachments made upon us by a haugh- 
ty and infolent neighbour; attended with 
the manifeſt prejudice of our trade, and 
with intolerable hardſhips to many of our 
countrymen:—a war, entered upon in main=- 
tenance of the liberties of Europe; as well 
as to defend and ſecure thoſe advantages 
to our own country, which had been often 
juſtly confirmed to us, as our unqueſtion- 
able right, upon the ſolemn faith of repeated 
treaties ;—and I may add, in the neceſlary 
defence of our c:vil and religious privileges; 
which are the envy of our Popiſþ adver- 
faries; and which they will not fail ſoon 
to ſtrip us of, if ever Gop for our fins 
ſhould permit it to be in their power. 
Which Gop forbid! Let every one of us 
pray earneſtly, that thoſe invaluable liber- 
ties, which Gop has hitherto ſecured to us 
by an amazing train of wonders, may ſtill 
be preſerved ſafe under the ſame almighty 
protection, to the lateſt poſterity, 

3. Do our national fins give us caule to 
apprehend, - that for their ſakes Gop has 
not yet ſubdued our enemies, and may ſtill 
forbear to turn his hand againſt our adver- 
Jaries ? then, 


G. 2) Wnax- 
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I.) WHENEVER we offer ourſelves to be 
interceſlors to God in behalf of our coun- 
try, let us be ſure to cry aloud for the par- 
don of all natronal fins, If we can but 
oct our fins removed, we need not doubt 
God's favour. Now addreſling ſuch a peti- 
tion to Gop, ſuppoſes a ſerious ſenſe of 
national guilt, and a hearty ſorrow for it: 
and would to Gop there were ſuch a tem- 
per in every zndividual perſon in this na- 
tion! — There is indeed, I believe, /ome 
ſenſe of ſin in all perſons; and every one 
muſt own, that we are a finful people, la- 
den with iniquity; we have even declared 
our ſins like Sodom ; fo that the charge of 
guilt cannot be denied ;—but 7zhe ſenſe of 
fin, which I am now urging, is ſuch a 
{erious conviction of the evil of ſin, as pro- 
duces in the ſoul holy relentings, ſincere 
contrition, deep humiliation and fixed reſo- 
lations againſt it : zh7s is, what I wiſh every 
i member of our civil commnnity was pol- 

ſefled of; it being the proper frame and 
temper, with which we ſhould always ap- 
pear before Gop, whenever we ſupplicate 
his merciful help either for ourſelves, or 
for our country. 

2,) In order to prevail with Gop for 
the pardon of national ins, we muſt en- 
 _ deayour all we can to promote repentance 
| _ and reformation both in owrſekves and in 
| others. 
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others. Vice allowed or encouraged tends 
to the ruin of any people : and 7Zhzs it does, 
not only as it obſtruts Gop's favour and 
may provoke him to give them up into 
the hands of their enemies; but alſo in a 
natural way, as it enfeebles men's ſpirits, 
enervates their ſtrength, ſubdues their cou- 
rage, and fo renders them leſs capable of 
oppoſing reſolute adverſaries; and conſe- 
quently more likely to become an eaſy prey 
to them. —A time of war 1s very preca- 
rious and hazardous; events are dubious 
and uncertain ; no mortal man knows what ' 
the iſſues of 1t may be ; whether the ſecure 
eſtabliſhment of a nation's happineſs, or 
its total overthrow and ruin,—Should not 
a people then in ſuch a fituation endeavour 
to be reformed from every thing, which 
would hazard Gop's favour, or excite his juſt 
diſpleaſure! ſhould not a whole nation, as 
one man, by fincere repentance return unto 
Gor, and walk in his ways for ever! this 
is the moſt likely nay the only method, to 
obtain the audience of our prayers, and 
to procure from a merciful Gop ſucceſs 
againſt our enemzes, together with the re- 
ſtoration of peace, and proſperity to our 
land. ES: 0. 

Ip we can be fo happy as to prevail with 
Gop, thus to pardon our fins, to give us 
true repentance and a thorough reformation; 
we 
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52. Obedience 79 Gon, &c, | 
we may then pleaſe ourſelves with the af- 
ſured expeRation of his favour and protec- 
tion: that he will return unto us andh ave 
mercy upon us, and fave us for his mercy's 
ſake ; that he will ſoon and effeCtually /ub- 


due our enemies, and turn his hand againſt. 
all our adverſarzes. 


Gop grant that ſach may be the hap- 
py conſequences of 7his day's folem- 
nity! Amen! 


*- 20 
2 . "it 
0" wy 4 ft; 
6 o 4 % 


Ava Po 
WAY hes 


£4 


